Wyoming Health Care Commission Patient Safety Task Force Meeting

November 12, 2007

UW Outreach Building, Casper, WY

Meeting convened:  3:30 pm

Task Force Members present:

Larry Kirven, Chairman,  Jack Glode, Jerry Calkins, Kim Cannon, Brent Sherard, Rob Shively

WHCC staff:  Fran Cadez (by phone)

· Patient Safety Center
Discussion focused on aspects of creating a patient safety organization (PSO), particularly the issue of governance.  Members reviewed a summary provided by Fran outlining existing PSOs and their governance structure.  Advantages and disadvantages of a public entity vs. an independent entity were debated.  Questions regarding the PSO’s authority to act, involving regulation of health care providers/facilities and sanctions as well as issues regarding protections/confidentiality of the PSO’s operations and data under state or federal law depending on the governance structure were considered.  Members noted some states have adopted a hybrid entity, that operates semi-independently of state government.  Members discussed potential PSO activities including education of providers/facilities on issues of patient safety including a feedback loop on reporting activities.   Fran was directed to investigate and report back to the task force at the next meeting detailed information of an existing PSO that employs a hybrid governance structure for task force discussion.  

· Jack Glode:  Report on national forum:  “Health Courts, Administrative Compensation & Patient Safety:  Research, Policy & Practice”
Jack reported on a seminar he and Fran attended on November 5, 2007 in Washington DC, sponsored by Common Good and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  Both Michelle Mello and Allen Kachalia presented the same talks given in Cheyenne at the October 15 WHCC meeting.  Jack informed the members of initiatives underway in Colorado, including a proposed birth injury fund and a legislation requiring more physician transparency.  The use of arbitration in medical malpractice disputes was discussed, including problems with valid and informed consent, and opt in and opt out provisions.   Jack also discussed a variety of models of alternative systems including early offers, designated expert witnesses and health courts.  All of these issues were identified as points for consideration as the task force discusses the possibility of a pilot compensation project, including the extent of coverage for adverse events and projecting adequate funding to support a pilot.  Members who wanted more background on these issues were referred to the first WHCC report on patient safety and administrative compensation systems issued in 1005.
· Meeting adjourned 4:45 p.m.
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