Wyoming Health Care Commission Patient Safety Task Force Meeting

October 15, 2007

Plains Hotel, Cheyenne   
Meeting convened:  3:00 pm

Task Force Members present:

Larry Kirven, Chairman,  Jack Glode, Jerry Calkins, Kin Cannon, Brent Sherard, Peggy Callentine.
WHCC staff:  Fran Cadez

Also attending:  Many individuals from stakeholder groups
The task force meeting followed the Patient Safety seminar hosted by Common Good and the WHCC.  
· Patient Safety Center
Fran provided outlined information concerning existing patient safety centers.  The group discussed the problem with continuing to wait for published rules for implementation of the Federal Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act, which may not be available until after the 2008 national election.  In light of this delay, the group concluded it would be beneficial for Wyoming to begin to look closely at characteristics desirable for a Wyoming Patient Safety Organization.  Considerations should include: governance/authority; focus/activities; whether the PSO should be an independent organization, operating outside existing state agencies; how a PSO would document or measure success; funding and involvement of stakeholders in developing funding sources; how existing regulations and reporting requirements could be consolidated; and lessoned learned from the anesthesia patient safety organization model.  
The group agreed a small subset of the task force (Larry, Jack and Fran) should meet prior to the November WHCC meeting to begin building a blueprint for the creation of a PSO.  
· Meeting adjourned 3:45 pm.
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